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DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY 

MAGNOLIA PARK 2nd AMENDED 4-150 


The Magnolia Park 2nd Amended subdivision presently consists of N.E. 38 and 39 
streets, from Biscayne Bay to Federal Highway. This piece of land was formerly 
part of the William H. Gleason homestead. Gleason was a prominent and somewh at 
notorious figure in the early politics of Dade County. He came to Miami following 
the Civil War and was generally believed to be a carpetbagging reconstructionist. 
Although he denied the charge, he kept company with radical reconstructionists and 
was elected lieutenant governor of Florida, a position from which he was ousted in 
disgrace. 

Gleason left the bay area in 1876. Despite several claims on his land, Gleason 
managed to retain his homestead even though he was not living on it. He eventually 
turned it over to his son, William H.H. Gleason, who still owned much of it in 1905- 

By the 1 890 1 s what was to become Magnolia Park was part of the town of Buena Vista, 
just north of the city of Miami. One of Buena Vista's earliest settlers, Z.T. Merritt, 
built a three-story frame house on property belonging to the future Magnolia Park, 
but it burned down and he sold the land. In 1897, Z.T. Merritt was superintendant 
of schools. 

Around 1910 , according to one source, much of this property was sold to a Walter 
Flanders, from Michigan. He was a wealthy businessman who built an estate on the 
bay between N.E. 38 and 39 streets and started a small coconut plantation although 
he had several other prosperous businesses in Miami and Michigan. In 1916 he sub¬ 
divided his land and created the Magnolia Park subdivision. 

Early deeds to lots in Magnolia Park included the "Tuttle restrictions" which were that 
no liquor was to be sold or kept on the property and that the land could not be sold 
to people of African, Chinese or Japanese descent. The deed also demanded that all 
buildings constructed must be single family dwellings (excepting garages, etc.) and 


must be at a minimum construction cost of $3,000. 
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Many prominent Miamians and newc omers bought or built houses in Magnolia Park. Among 
them were Gaston Drake,(447 N.E. 39 Street) owner of a lumber company; Frank Smathers, 
<«t. E. 39 Street, no longer standing) an attorney and father of George Smathers, 
former U.S. Seantor from Florida. The early architectural characte r of the neighborhood 
was defined by a lack of cohesiveness in style. Styles included examples of 
Mediterranean, classical, wood and masonry vernacular homes, close together, 

although originally owners usually bought more than one lot. All the structures 
are large, fine examples of their particular style. 


The Cushman family owned a number of pieces of property in Magnolia Park. In 1924, 
Laura Cushman opened the Cushman School on N.E. 38 Street. It was attended by many 
of the neighborhood children. Shortly after it opened; however, the property was 
bought for the construction of Biscayne Boulevard. The school was reopened in 1926, 
at 592 N.E. 60 Street and is still operated by Dr. Laura Cushman. With the opening 
of Biscayne Boulevard the character of the neighborhood began to change. Now the 
subdivision is mainly made up of commercial and apartment buildings. 













